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  Join the Active Planning Emergency Preparedness Project 
                 Become a leading community in emergency preparedness 

 
 
The UMass Medical School’s E.K. Shriver Center is looking for MA cities and towns to 
participate in an emergency preparedness project to build greater capacity in your town to meet 
the needs of citizens with disabilities.  
. 
We provide a free disability awareness workshop for public health and public safety emergency 
responders, planners and managers to: 
 
 Develop inclusive and updated local evacuation and transportation plans 

 Design accessible shelters and emergency services for the whole community 
 

 Acquire techniques, resources and practical solutions to address 
            disability needs during emergencies 
 
 Plan a community meeting with the disability community to review 

            the local emergency plan 
 
 Enhance communication with people with disabilities 

 
We also provide your city or town with: 
 
 Useful tools to assess emergency needs of people with disabilities and close gaps in your 

town’s emergency plan  
 
 Personal preparedness handouts for people with disabilities 

 
 First Responder resources 

 

                            To schedule your training or for more information contact:  
Nancy Shea, 781-642-0264, Nancy.Shea@UMassmed.edu 

                                 E.K. Shriver Center, UMASS Medical School 
200 Trapelo Rd., Waltham, MA  02452 

http://www.umassmed.edu/shriver/index.aspx�
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                       Emergency Preparedness for 

      Individuals with Disabilities 
 
Active Planning for Mass Care Sheltering and Evacuation of People with Disabilities 

 
While all Americans remain at risk for the negative consequences of disasters and emergencies, children and adults with 
disabilities are more vulnerable than the general population, due in large measure to the very nature of their challenges. Equal 
access to emergency shelters and services is mandated by law, yet many local emergency plans continue to overlook people 
with disabilities; experts report a corresponding nationwide knowledge gap among emergency personnel. Since 2005, the 
E.K. Shriver Center’s Emergency Preparedness Initiative has worked with people with disabilities, families challenged by 
disability, and disability provider organizations to facilitate individual, family, and organizational resilience to man-made or 
natural emergencies and disasters.  
 
The Active Planning project aims to address gaps in local emergency plans, enhance emergency personnel capacity to meet 
the needs of children and adults with disabilities, and increase awareness of the importance of personal preparedness among 
the disability community.  
 
The project consists of two parts: 
1) Educational Workshops for Emergency Personnel: A structured 3-4 hour educational workshop for emergency personnel, 
will be held in multiple communities, and will focus on techniques, resources and practical solutions for addressing disability 
needs during emergencies, particularly those related to sheltering and evacuation. Topics covered will include disability 
etiquette; a discussion of specific disabilities and the likely corresponding emergency needs; how to develop physically 
accessible shelters and provide inclusive shelter services; accessible transportation and evacuation issues; and a review of 
potentially useful equipment for addressing emergency functional needs.  
 
(2) Community Forum with Local Disability Community: To follow up on the workshops, we will 
facilitate a meeting between emergency personnel workshop participants and the local Disability Commission and other 
members of the disability community, to: (1) create an informal needs assessment of the local disability community (for 
example, describing the needs of those served by local special education schools, social service organizations and 
institutions; and the needs of people with disabilities living with their families or independently); (2) review the local emergency 
plan for gaps, particularly related to mass care shelters and evacuation, using a tool to be developed, and develop a plan to 
close the gaps, based on another tool to be developed; (3) share personal preparedness materials.  
 
If successful, this project will expand emergency personnel knowledge and skills for meeting the needs of local residents with 
disabilities, address gaps in local emergency plans and increase awareness among the disability community, strengthening 
participating local communities. 

Funded through a grant from FEMA through the MA Executive Office of Public Safety and Security. This document was 
prepared under a grant from FEMA’s Grant Program’s Directorate, U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  Points of view 
expressed in this document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of 
FEMA’s Grant Programs Directorate or the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  


